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INTRACONTINENTAL BASINS AND
STRONG EARTHQUAKES

Deng Qidong” Gao Mengtan” Zhao Xinping” Wu Jianchun®
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Abstract: The September 17, 1303 Hongtong M=8 earthquake occurred in Linfen basin of
Shanxi down-faulted basin zone. It is the first recorded M=38 earthquake since the Chinese
historical seismic records had started and is a great earthquake occurring in the active in-
tracontinental basin. We had held a Meeting of the 700 th Anniversary of the 1303 Hong-
tong M=38 Earthquake in Shanxi and a Symposium on Intracontinental Basins and Strong
Earthquakes in Taiyuan City of Shanxi Province on September 17~18, 2003. The articles
presented on the symposium discussed the relationships between active intracontinental ba-
sins of different properties, developed in different regions, including tensional graben and
semi-graben basins in tensile tectonic regions, compression-depression basins and foreland
basins in compressive tectonic regions and pull-apart basins in strike-slip tectonic zones,
and strong earthquakes in China. In this article we make a brief summary of some prob-
lems. The articles published in this special issue are a part of the articles presented on the

Symposium.

Key words: the Hongtong M=8 earthquake; Shanxi; intracontinental basin; strong earth-

quake
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