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A study on seismic intemnsity scale of Chinese
historical earthquakes
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(Institute o f Geophysics, China Earthquake Administration . Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: On the basis of reviewing and analyzing existing intensity scales, a 12
grade scale for Chinese historical earthquakes is proposed in this paper. We
have adjusted and added the indicators of building damage features and macro-
seismic effects visible on ground for intensity X to Y[, and supplemented the so-
cial response under different intensity levels. The diagnosis for different intensi-
ty levels are explained. Intensity evaluations for 10 domestic and world histori-
cal earthaukes are made as practical cases. The evaluation of historical earth-
quake intensities based on the proposed intensity scale is consistant with that
following the original scale.
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Fig. 1 Guanyinge pavilion, in Jixian Dule Temple, built in AD 984
(Photo taken by Meng Xianliang, 1983)
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